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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEHRAN 00706 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, IR 

SUBJECT: IGAT PIPELINE DOWN 
REF: A. TEHRAN 0754; B. TEHRAN 5680 

NIGC MANAGING DIRECTOR MOSSADEGHI INFORMED ECONCOUNS THAT IGAT 
PIPELINE HAS BEEN DOWN SINCE AFTERNOON OF JAN. 23. SOME 50 
METERS OF PIPE ARE OUT DUE WELD FAILURE IN RUSSIAN-BUILT PORTION 
OF PIPELINE IN REMOTE AREA OF ALBORZ MOUNTAINS NORTH OF TEHRAN. 
(RUSSIANS BUILT PIPELINE FROM TEHRAN SPUR NORTH TO ASTORA.) 
MOSSADEGHI SAID AREA IN WHICH FAILURE OCCURRED SO REMOTE THAT 
MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT FOR REPAIRS HAD TO BE TRANSPORTED ALMOST 
1000 KILOMETERS BY ROUND ABOUT ROUTE. REPAIRS WILL BE COMPLETED 
NIGHT OF JAN 27-28. MOSSADEGHI SAID. REMARKABLY, THIS BREAKDOWN 
HAS NOT BEEN REPORTED BY MEDIA. 
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